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eMethod. Method For the Research and Selection of Articles  

In PubMed website (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/), we conducted the following research: 
 (« physician’s choice » OR « physicians' choice » OR « physician choice » OR « investigator’s choice 
» OR « investigators’ choice » OR « investigator choice ») AND (« randomized » OR « randomised ») 
 
The research was conducted on September, 1st, 2021 
All the data were coded independently by two reviewers (TO, AH). 
 
Inclusion criteria:  

- randomized trials studying anticancer intervention 
- Using of the word “physician’s choice” OR “investigator’s choice” in either the title or the 

abstract 
 
 
Exclusion criteria:  
- Non-oncology topic 
- Not assessing anticancer drug (supportive care, surgery) 
- Other than single randomized trial (commentary, perspective, single-arm trial, reviews, cost-
effectiveness analysis, analysis of multiples RCTs, meta-analyses, others) 
- Re-analysis or subsequent publication of a trial 
- Words “physician’s choice” OR “investigator’s choice” not used to refer to treatment arms 
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eFigure. Flowchart of the Article Selection Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First research 
n = 284 

Non-cancer related topic 
n = 51  

Non-anticancer drug trial 
n = 7 

Not a single RCT : phase 1 trial, multiple RCTs, 

commentaries, others, n = 74 

Re-analysis, subsequent publication  

of the same trial, n = 54 

Articles included  

in final analysis  
n = 92 

Other use of « physician’s choice » 
n = 6 


